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NDA 10 YEARS 

ANNIVERSARY 

Vanessa Marston will be the March speaker 
Vanessa is a well known sculptress and has spent many years working to commission, 
making life-sized bronze or resin figures.   

 

She will provide us with details of what this has entailed in marketing terms, being at the 
right fairs/shows and the sheer hard work of creating large scale, bronze art works.   

 

Vanessa has also started to paint and exhibited two of her paintings in the second of the 
‘New Year - New Work’ exhibitions. 

 

A £5.50 Broomhill buffet is served at 7.00pm. Please pre-book for a meal; 01271 805 262 

Next Meeting - 14th March  
Broomhill Art Hotel, 8.00pm 
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Deadline for Art Trek entries, ASAP (An entry form has been emailed to NDA members). 

THE ROSEMOOR SPRING ART FAIR 10th - 25th March 2007  
The Spring Art Fair is a date not to be missed. Art lovers and collectors alike will find this 
year’s event more impressive than ever.  
On show will be paintings by some of the West Country’s best and most collected artists. 
Watercolour images include the sparkling sunlight of Richard Thorn and the wonderfully 
fresh, lucid style of John Hoar. Oil paintings by Stephen Brown RBA, the master of hot 
summer days and shimmering light, bold landscape perceptions by NDA member, Tony 
Williams. Paul Lewin, whose widely acclaimed works in mixed media capture the very     
essence of the rugged British coast, or the corner of some Devon field and pastels by     
Michael Norman whose estuary and harbour views are amongst the finest and most       
collectable pastel works available today.  
An essential part of the show will be the wood carvings of John Butler RWA; his painted 
figures are sensitive, original, amusing and full of pathos. So much to see at one venue! 

Art Trek Open Studios, 22nd - 25th June 

Exhibition 
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Beaford Arts is looking to add artists and 
creative practitioners to its databank, who 
can run workshops and work with children, 
young people or adults, over varying 
lengths of time i.e. half day to a weekend at 
Beaford Arts Residential centre. 

The centre is very busy with bookings from 
schools and other groups and they quite  
often want to work with artists (of all art 
forms). 

If you are interested in running workshops 
and would like an application form, or to  
discuss this opportunity, contact;  
Centre Manager, Annette Gilbert  
01805 603710  
rescentre@beaford-arts.org.uk 

Opportunities 

High Bullen Hotel at Chittlehamholt,      
Umberleigh, would like to hold an Arts and 
Crafts Festival  early in November, over a 
whole week. 
 

It would be in their new Pavilion Complex, 
which has a large function room, various 
smaller rooms, plus a gym and a swimming 
pool as part of their Health Club. 
 

If anyone is interested in taking part in this 
new venture, please contact Stella Levy, 
stella@widgerystudios.com to get the full 
details and be first to register your interest.  

C h e c k  o u t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e ; 
www.highbullen.co.uk 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � ��
 

LANI SHEPHERD  
will be exhibiting modern stained glass at 

 

Queen's Theatre Cafe, Boutport Street, 
Barnstaple, until 29th April.  

 

Preview: Monday 2nd April, 6- 8pm 
 

All NDA members and friends are cordially 
invited to this opening. 
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www.northdevonarts.co.uk has a new a web designer! 
 

The committee has now chosen a web designer to give a new look to the NDA website. 

   
m2z ltd are pleased to be awarded the contract to update the NDA website.                        
It will be a pleasure to work with the excellent artistic content of the group and it is an         
exciting opportunity to present your artwork in an interesting and stimulating way. 

 

The site will use the company's hibuilder system which allows rapid and accurate            
deployment of content.  The input from the committee has provided a strong look and feel 
for the site, which will make it fresh and modern. 
 

We will be contacting all members by email for the information that they want included 
about them in the gallery section.  

 

This will be a vibrant showcase of the group's work. 
Mark Hajdukiewicz of m2z ltd  

 
 

The NDA committee had various applications and options to sift over, but Mark’s seemed 
the simplest for the committee to take on, given that we are all volunteers and busy with our 
own art and businesses.  We all look forward to the new look and hope that all NDA    
members will want to have their details on this site. 
 

Many thanks to Emily who has spent time on the design side and to Tim Saunders, who 
has been on the sub-committee for this website project. 

  Stella 
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NDA Membership  
 

Anyone not yet renewed  
their NDA subscription?  

This will be the last communication from North Devo n Arts you will 
receive as a non-paid up member! 
 

No - Newsletters 
No - Free entry to NDA meetings 
No - Arts information emails 
No - NDA Exhibitions 
No - Inclusion in NDA Portfolio (used at exhibitions and to promote NDA artists) 
No - Inclusion on the new website  
No - Free entry to Broomhill Sculpture Garden 
No - 10% off Broomhill events and Bar meals 
No - Group networking 
No - Advice on Funding Applications and Projects 
No - Discount at various local retailers 
 

Just think - you get all this and more, for only £1 5 per year! 
Is it worth to you?  

 

If you feel it is , then please send your £15 subscription cheque, made out to North  
Devon Arts, to; Sarah Gatehouse  
Willowgate House, North Lane, Bickington, Barnstaple , EX31 2JN.   
Many thanks to all those that have renewed their NDA memberships or joined as new 
members; without you  we would not have such a pro-active group, widely recognised as 
the foremost Arts Group in the area, catering for all artforms.           Stella 

Now Overdue!  
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 Tel: 07894 817143 
The White Gallery has been established to promote the very best in local Art and Craft.   
It hopes to establish a base where artists can not only show their work, but also engage in 
discussion and interaction with each other through master-classes and workshops.  �
The White Gallery has been established by landscape artist Judi Morton, who has          
considerable experience in Adult Education and whose work has been shown nationally 
and internationally.�
Artists interested in applying for space, or for more details, should apply to the Gallery or 
phone Judi on 07894 817143 

The Frame Warehouse has a sale from 10th March for two weeks – offering up to 50% off 
ready made frames and mounts and 10% off bespoke framing orders taken during that two 
week period.  Also discount offers on other stock.   
Contact Fran at the Frame Warehouse, Gammon Walk, Barnstaple.  
01271 321836.  
Open 9.30-5.30 Mon to Fri, 9.30-4.30 Sat.  
www.framewarehouseuk.com 

Arts Council England has been working 
with EUCLID on the development of advice to 
artists on pension provision. 
EUCLID has now finished the planning for a 
national programme of pensions education 
seminars. These will run across the country 
over the next two months and are free to      
artists.  More info can be found at: 
http://www.euclid.info/content/view/40.    

The Arts Council England consultation 
stage of the arts debate is now open.   
The arts debate is Arts Council England's 
first-ever public value inquiry.  We want    
everyone to have their say about the value of 
the arts and the role of public funding.  
Log on and join in at; www.artsdebate.co.uk  
www.artscouncil.org.uk 
 

Information from, Jackie Donaldson  
Project Manager  
South West Open Studios   
Supporting Open Studios in the South West.  
www.southwestopenstudios.org   
jackie@southwestopenstudios.org  
01305 756874  

Opportunities & Information 

Please support this new young talent - 
Miranda Westcott  

 

One of our daughter's is a singer and is 
giving a small recital in the Queen's    
theatre, Lunch time series, 28th March 
at 1.05 pm. with Susan Steele (Wiggins) 
accompanying.  All seats £4.  

 

It is for a Charity, Dartington Trust Young 
Musicians Support,  - which gives financial 
help for instruments and tuition.   

 

Miranda’s background: South Molton  
Community College, Millfield School for A 
levels on a Music Scholarship, Birmingham     
University Music Degree, bummed/busked 
and temped etc: round London for a few 
years, administrative work for Michael    
Nyman, then Guildhall School of Music 
Performance, MA (Distinction) and from 
there to permanent position in Royal Opera 
House, Covent Garden, chorus.  Also she 
is beginning to get little parts and               
understudies etc: - she is a mezzo.  

From proud mum, Judith Westcott. 

Thank you so much to the NDA members for making the effort to come to my show in lfracombe.  It 
was lovely to have such friendly support.  Just in case there is anyone interested I thought I would 
send this for the newsletter. 
My 'potter' friend in Ireland is going on a trip and would like to let her place in Ireland to someone 
who could make good use of her fabulous workshop. It really is a great place to be. 
Co.Cork Ireland  
To let for one year only.  Fully furnished cottage and large workshop in rural Cork.  For more info. 
www.geocities.com/ceramicsin7thheaven/ad.html 
email; carolynfriend@eircom.net      All the best Christina Bonnett



 
 

 Call for artists ‘The Great Create’ - Greenway Festival of the Arts 
27th July – 1st September 07 

This summer, take inspiration from the wonderful gardens at Greenway.  The National Trust is      
working with the local creative community to build a high quality arts festival at Greenway near  
Galmpton.  The aim of ‘The Great Create Festival of the Arts’ is celebrate and promote local artists 
and creativity and involve visitors new and old in enjoying and creating art. We want to invite artists 
and creative practitioners working in any medium to put forward proposals including paintings,     
sculpture, textiles, theatre, ceramic, dance, poets, musicians, film, installation and land artists to join in 
this exciting new project. 

 

Greenway is a beautiful, secluded woodland garden. It was much loved holiday home for the famous 
writer Agatha Christie.  It is an inspirational place for all artists, with its collection of rare plants and 
atmosphere of wildness and timelessness.  Since its opening in 2002, visitors have come by the river 
and road to enjoy this garden above the River Dart, attracting 28,500 visitors in 2006.  Currently the 
house is undergoing major restoration, and is scheduled to open to the public in 2009. 

 

The festival will be an interactive programme of events and exhibitions for artists and visitors for 6 
weeks in the summer.  The Festival Director, Emma Carter, is inviting applications from artists to     
participate in the festival either through displaying work or, by demonstrating work in progress or     
running a workshop.  Partners in the festival include Westcountry Theatre Company and Skylight   
Cinema, the Director of the Torbay Festival of Poetry, and South West Festival of Music, Dance and 
Theatre, Greenway Ferry Company and supporters Torbay Artsbase.  

 

Work included in the festival should be of a high standard and inspired by the gardens and house and 
will be exhibited in the Barn Gallery and grounds (by arrangement).  There will be no charge for      
exhibiting but a small commission payable (on sales) to help with the Greenway Appeal Fund.  On 
Fridays and Saturdays and on the free entry day on Sunday 12th August, limited space for small      
gazebos in the courtyard will be available for artists wishing to sell their work directly to the public for a  
£25 booking fee (per day).  

 

If you are interested in leading a workshop, holding a demonstration or simply painting or sculpting in 
the grounds we would like to hear from you.  We are open to all ideas that are creative, contemporary 
and professionally executed.  It is hoped that by opening this offer to artists, this project will attract 
pioneers in the arts so we can develop a festival that will becomes annual event!  
Please send expressions of interest, images and recent CV to;  
The Great Create Festival c/o Emma Carter, Blue Haze Studios,  
19 Headland Park Road, Preston, Paignton TQ3 2EN. 01803 553666 
fineart@emmacarter.com by April 5th 07. 
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                   Success for the Atlantic Accordionaires  

 

NDA members, Ros & Geoff Osbourn are playing members of this accordion group and recently    
travelled to Saltash for this festival.  She has given me this report of their trip. 
 

At the recent 17th Saltash Festival of Music, Speech and Drama, the Atlantic Accordionaires, an eight-
piece accordion band from North Devon, won the Stehen Menear Cup for the fourth time, having           
again been awarded a distinction for their performance of a testing instrumental piece called          
Tanzfestival, along with  Leroy Anderson’s Forgotten Dreams. The adjudicator called for extra        
applause for the sensitive and expressive performance, as well as for all the hard work that had gone 
into achieving such technical and artistic excellence. 
 

Their musical director, Steve Dyrda, also again won the Festival Cup in the soloist category with a  
bravura performance of Winter from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons and the Blues from an American in Paris. 
 

Two other club members also competed and scored highly in their categories. Pat Clarke gained a 
Merit for her playing of music from Bizet’s Carmen and Joy Goodey  won a Commendation for her  
performance of excepts from Mozart’s Fortieth Symphony. 
 

The band, which forms part of the North Devon Accordion Club, was founded only four years ago. 
Since then it has established a growing reputation for its concerts which are given in a wide variety of 
venues throughout the area, and also for tuition, with students recently gaining top marks in national 
grade examinations. 
 

Several members also participate in other musical activities in the area. Steve Dyrda is deputy Musical 
Director of the Barnstaple Male Voice Voice Choir. The band’s  percussionist, Bob Rendle is Drum 
Major in the Bideford Town Band and Geoff Osbourn sings with the North Devon Choral Society 
 

The band meets for regular Friday rehearsals at Holy Trinity Church, Westward Ho and welcomes new 
members. For contact there is a website at: www.ouraccordions.co.uk or Tel: 01237 479352. 
 

Ros has also designed the Atlantic Accordionaires website - well worth a look and listen.  
Is there no end to her talents?  Stella. 

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation  

The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation have announced that they expect to make grants of £29 million 
across the UK in 2007. 
The Arts programme will focus, for a three year period, on the contemporary visual arts, including 
architecture, crafts, design, fine art, new media, photography, public art and sculpture.  
The Heritage programme will retain its focus of preserving and providing public access to our       
national heritage, particularly outside Greater London. 
The Education programme will continue to cover our two broad areas of interest: New Approaches to 
Education and Hard-to-Reach Learners. 
The Environment programme guidelines develop and further focus our previous areas of interest. 
The programme now supports three interrelated themes: UK Biodiversity, A Low Carbon Economy 
and Sustainable Food Systems. 
Before applying ensure you read the Application Guidelines in full which are available on the website 
details are below. 
www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk 
Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, 11 Park Place, London SW1A 1LP                                                        or Email: 
info@esmeefairbairn.org.uk                                                                                                Arts & Heritage 020 
7297 4719                                                                                                              Education 020 7297 4726                                                                                                                  
Environment 020 7297 4722 

Funding news 


