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The NDA Christmas Party went well; with mulled wine and music as we arrived, a friendly    
atmosphere was created very early on.  Lots of masks were on parade, displaying great         
imagination by their makers.  To chose one winner was difficult, but each table put forward 
a winner, who received chocolates and was sent into the final line-up.  The famous NDA 
‘Clap-om-meter’ was put into action and Tony Culver and Alan Vassar were neck and neck!  
But the tie off produced one winner - Alan, who had made a realistic camera mask, so he 
walked away a happy man with a bottle of champagne. 
Many thanks to all members who entered into the spirit of the evening, the committee who 
helped plan it and made it such fun, to Rinus and Aniet and the staff at Broomhill, for the 
lovely food and the hard work they put into the evening and to John Andow who acted as 
the master of ceremonies! 

Review 

Wednesday, 10th January ’07, 8.00pm 
Poet, Frances Thompson  

 

Having taken early retirement from teaching in order to focus on her writing, Frances     
completed an MA in Creative Writing at Exeter University in 2003, gaining a Distinction and 
a School Commendation.  In the last few years, her poems and stories have appeared in 
many magazines and anthologies in the UK, the USA and Ireland. 
NDA are pleased to have Frances as our first speaker in the new year.  

Next meeting 

‘New Year - New Work’ 
14th January - 13th March 
 

Broomhill Gallery 
Wednesdays - Sundays, 11.00am - 3.00pm 
 

This is the show where NDA members can display 
their new artworks with no restriction on size,   
content or medium - they can experiment to their 
hearts content. 

 

It would be great if all members could tell their 
friends, clients, neighbours and colleagues to 
come and support the exhibitors.  Also, if those 
taking part can publicise this exhibition in their 
area to all they know. Please print out and use the 
poster from the front cover.  

 

A press release has been sent to the local papers 
which will be published over the coming weeks.    

Any exhibitors with ‘a story’ to tell about their work, 
please let me have a paragraph to send to the  
papers - they like something to get their teeth into! 
 

Email only - stella@widgerystudios.com 

Exhibition 
 NDA Membership  
 Now Due!  

 
 

The NDA membership card scheme is 
now in place, along with the January, 
annual subscription payment.   

 

This will now become the time to    
renew your subscriptions, making life 
a lot easier for Sarah to keep a check 
on who’s paid up or not, plus being 
easier for members to remember - 
new year, new payment!  

 

Various retailers will be supporting us 
by offering NDA members discounts 
on showing the membership card.   

 

Send your £15 subscription cheque, 
made out to North Devon Arts, to; 
Sarah Gatehouse, Willowgate 
House, North Lane, Bickington, 
Barnstaple, EX31 2JN.  You will then 
be forwarded with your card. 



 

Workshops by artist & tutor Nigel Mason 
Two day painting workshops, £100.00 per person. 

(To include lunch, refreshments and travel to sites) 

 

Landscape:  
27th & 28th January  
3rd & 4th March  
31st March & 1st April  
 

Portraits: 
3rd & 4th February  
10th & 11th March   
7th & 8th April   
 

Copying the masters:  
10th & 11th February  
17th & 18th March   
14th & 15th April  

 

For all the details on Nigel’s workshops please see 
the NDA website, click on ‘new projects’ 
www.northdevonarts.com  

 

Or reply to: Nigel Mason 
24 Church Street, Ilfracombe 
Devon. EX34 8HB 
 

01271 867070. nigelmasonart@yahoo.co.uk 
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Nigel Mason 

NDA - Ten Years Old!  
The group was first formed out 
of a desperate need to make 

the Arts in North Devon happen.    
Artists were working in isolation and 
felt their needs were not looked after.   
 

After a Devon Arts Forum conference 
in South Devon, a few of us present  
called a meeting for interested artists 
to start a North Devon arts group.  
Fifty + artists turned up, all agreeing a 
group was  necessary - North Devon 
Arts was formed!  

 

NDA has taken the place of an Arts 
Officer, feeding out information to its 
members, including training, projects, 
commissions, exhibitions, etc.  It has 
run open studios, created projects, 
represents its members on various 
committees and advocates for artists 
and the Arts in North Devon.   

 

Also the committee organises winter 
and summer exhibitions, holds 
monthly meetings with speakers and 
produces a monthly e-newsletter, 
plus members have the opportunity to 
have their details put on the NDA 
website; www.northdevonarts.co.uk  

 

Things have come a long way since 
the early days, sometimes it’s difficult 
to know what to participate in or not - 
a real luxury of choice!  

 

The NNDC, although not directly   
giving money/grants to the Arts, is 
helping with large subsidies and 
masses of free publicity when we do 
events in association with North 
Devon Festival and for the Art Trek 
open studios, which some of you 
have taken part in.   

 

NDA has the ear of many such      
organisations, ensuring that artists 
are not forgotten in this area. 

 

It’s easy to be complacent now, but 
NDA needs to continue playing a  
pro-active role, vital in communicating 
between professional and developing   
artists and the outside world.       

Stella 

Opportunity 
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North Devon Scouting 
Centenary of Scouting 2007 
 

Artists are invited to apply for a sculpture commission to mark the 100 years of the Scout 
Association. 
An out-door sculpture is required and the work should engage with children from the age of 
six through to those there at the start of scouting! 
For information and an application form, please reply to;  
Debby Burnside, Sydney House, Station Road, Ilfracombe, EX34 8DJ. 
Emai: Deborah_iz@yahoo.co.uk or: 01271 879513 

Commissions 
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www.northdevonarts.co.uk needs a web designer 
 

The NDA committee would like to hear from web designers to update the NDA website.  
Those interested will be sent a brief of what is required, to which a quote should then sent.   
 

We are looking at a deadline of interest by 13th January and final quotes by 31st January.  
These will then be discussed at the next NDA committee meeting and a designer chosen. 
Email for a web brief to; Emily Garnham Wright, emily@emilygarnhamwright.co.uk 

‘n i n e  days  o f  a r t ’ 
Open Studios in September 
 

Claire Gulliver has just been appointed co-ordinator for the Nine Days of Art Open Studios, 
a Devon wide event.   
 

This is great news for North Devon artists, as Claire lives up here and, over the last few 
years has worked as the Arts Officer for North Devon, more recently she was assigned to 
the Barnstaple Museum, working on many exciting projects, getting the museum nominated 
for a place as best small museum of the year! 
 

Claire has always had local artists interests at heart and those of you that know her will, I’m 
sure, wish her every success with this new post. 
 

This event has tried in the past to get North Devon and Torridge artists on board (I was on 
the committee and acted as artists rep for a while, so know the difficulties involved), but 
with someone on the ground up here and batting for our local artists, Nine Days of Art could 
be more successful in this area.  
 

I will be meeting with Claire once she has settled into her position and will pass on further 
details about the event as news comes through. 

 

Stella 

Information 

Review 
 

Many thanks to those artists who took part in this year’s 
Art Bazaar.  It was said to be the best yet! 

Forty artists showed their work in South Molton’s beautiful Assembly Rooms, all of an       
extremely high standard, which means the public’s expectations were raised yet again.   

 

Judging by remarks in the visitors book, this event is the best around; all due to the artists   
involved, their professionalism and the masses of publicity gained for the event. 
 

I am already getting artists wanting to book their space for Art Bazaar ‘07, so with room only 
for forty artists, what can I say! 

 

Stella 
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